
✦Intro:  (play theme from Mission Impossible).  That has got to be one of 
the most intriguing pieces of music around.  If youʼre old enough you can 

remember the original TV show long before Tom Cruise started smiling for 
the camera.  The show would begin with an agent somehow receiving a 

secret taped message that would say, “Your mission, if...(you should 
choose to accept it)”.  Then the message would self-destruct in flames and 

smoke somehow and the episode was off and running. The agent had been 
contacted by the higher-ups, had his assignment, and was off to do the 

impossible and we tune in because we want to see the impossible get 
done!  
✦Well, about 800 BC there was an agent named Jonah.  The “Higher Up” 
sent him a message!  (verse1: “The word of the Lord came to Jonah”).  But 

our secret agent man does something strange.  Did any agent on Mission 
Impossible ever choose “not to accept” his mission? Ah, no!  If youʼre a 

secret agent, you do secret-agenty stuff.  Itʼs who you are.  Itʼs why youʼre 
here!  But Agent Jonah doesnʼt accept his mission.
✦1. If I belong to God, Iʼm an agent on a mission.  2cor.5:17-20
✦A. If you have tasted the goodness of God, if you are a receiver of his 

love and the forgiveness of your sins, if you are one of those humans thatʼs 
going to live even after she dies, because Jesus took your punishment, if 

you have discovered how good it is when God steps in and rescues you 
from habits that were destroying your life, –that is, if you are a follower of 

Jesus Christ... you are an agent on mission. What is it?  Simply really.  Itʼs 
the same thing Jesus did for you.  Jesusʼ mission is our mission. He said
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✦“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”” 
Luke 19:10, NIV.
✦“She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name 
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”” Matthew 

1:21, NIV.
✦“I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in 

heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 
persons who do not need to repent.” Luke 15:7, NIV.

✦Jesusʼ mission is our mission and Jesusʼ mission was to reach the lost 
ones and bring them home. 

✦“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the ends of the earth.”” Acts 1:8, NIV.
✦Did you know that this is the only purpose of Godʼs family that we wonʼt 

be doing in heaven?  We talk about purposes of the church, that is, why 
does God put us on this earth?  Why are we here?  The Bible talks about 

things like fellowship (loving each other), discipleship (growing up to 
become like Christ), worship (loving and appreciating God), service 

(helping and loving others), and evangelism (bringing Godʼs love and hope 
to those who donʼt have it.)  Well, the only one we wonʼt do in heaven is the 

last one, mission!  Nobody in heaven will need to find out about God and 
his love for them.  Theyʼll all know already.  Weʼll love God there, enjoy 

living with him.  Weʼll grow and learn there.  Weʼll serve and help each 
other there.  Weʼll celebrate Godʼs goodness together there.  But there 

wonʼt be any evangelism.  Doesnʼt it make sense then to do that part here 
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while we can.  This is the only place we can do it, and this side of heaven 
wonʼt be done until that mission is complete.
✦Over the next 40 days weʼre going to be going through a campaign 
together called Life on Mission.  Itʼs built around a book by Tim Harlow and 

his church in Tinley Park, IL.  I think itʼll be a lot of fun, and a challenge to 
your spiritual life.  So, this is your assignment if you should choose to 

accept it, and I hope you will.  
✦1) Be here for the next 6 weeks.  Weʼll be looking at 5 actions steps 

for living life on mission. Iʼll speak about them each weekend.
✦2) Grab a few friends and gather once a week to look at the same 

topic our services are about as a group. Trust me, you always find out 
more and have a good time doing it in a group.  We have a DVD 

curriculum to get you talking and a study guide for you to work 
through. You can join any of a dozen Life Groups already going here 

in Sunrise, or better yet, get two couples, that guy from work, that gal 
you know at the gym and say “Hey my church is doing a study on 

what weʼre on earth for.  Why donʼt you join me in a group to look at 
it.”
✦3) Be open to hearing from God.  Now maybe you donʼt feel like 
you hear from God that much.  But trust me, when people gather to 

seek him, he shows up. Jesus said the Father in Heaven is always 
working.  Godʼs Holy Spirit is speaking to people every day.  He may 

nudge you.  You may hear him point out his mission for you.  There 
will be opportunities where God will open a door for you to be his 

hands and feet in the world. 
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✦B. Hereʼs the strange thing about Jonahʼs story: He didnʼt accept his 
mission.  And his life not-on-mission was all backwards. You can see it in 

the text, canʼt you?  Heʼs the prophet of God. God talks directly to him and 
what does he do? Runs, hops a cruise ship for Spain so God canʼt make 

him do it. The Hebrew words really hammer it home.  
✦Verse one says “Arise”... and “call out”... because the wicked state 

of Nineveh had come before Godʼs “face”.  
✦But verse two says Jonah “arose and fled”  from the “face” of God, 

and “descended to Joppa”, and “descended” into the ship were he 
sleeps like a baby unconcerned. 
✦In verse 6 its the pagan ship captain who repeats God with the 
words “arise and cry out”.  He's quoting God's mission assignment 

word for word.  Jonah? Are you in there?  The pagan ship captain is 
asking for Jonah to get God to notice them and save them!  The 

prophet of God is silent and not listening.  
✦In verse 14 its the pagan sailors crying out to the true God for 

mercy and worshiping him (v16).  Not Jonah.  Jonah would rather die, 
drown in the deep blue sea than be on mission with God. Later in the 

story we find out why.
✦“[Jonah] prayed to the LORD, “O LORD, is this not what I said 

when I was still at home? That is why I was so quick to flee to 
Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate 

God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents 
from sending calamity.” Jonah 4:2, NIV.
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✦Jonah did not want the lost Assyrians found.  He did not want them 
to receive grace and hope. He didnʼt like “those” people! 
✦In verse 13  the men try to row back to port to save Jonah, or at 
least not drown him!  But Jonah isnʼt trying to save them!  Or Nineveh 

for that matter! 
✦ I know! Weird, right?  Itʼs all backward but isnʼt it easy to come down with 

a case of the Jonah syndrome? The Jonah syndrome is not being who we 
are made to be, and not being what we are left here for!  If all God wanted 

to do with people was to save their souls, why doesnʼt he take us to heaven 
and soon as we believe on him?  Why don't we all keel over dead after 

praying the prayer of salvation?  He must have reasons.  Lots of folks like 
this verse about grace:

✦“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- not by works, so that no-one 

can boast.” Ephesians 2:8, 9, NIV.
✦But they donʼt read the next one...

✦“For we are Godʼs workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” Ephesians 2:10, 

NIV.
✦God has you here for specifically planned, individually appropriated good 

works intended to build his kingdom.  You are not an accident. When a tool 
is used for which it was designed, it is a beautiful thing.  Think of a a screw 

driver being used as a hammer.  Or the kid using a chainsaw for the first 
time and coming in to complain itʼs too hard to cut with.  So the dad goes 

out to show him how.  Pulls the chord to start the engine and the kid says, 
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“Whats that noise?” Itʼs the same backward situation as the Jonah 
syndrome. And it all starts with our hearts.
✦2. I was meant to share the compassion of Christ.
✦A.  What was the reason Jonah didnʼt accept his mission?  Was it the 

difficulty?  No.  It was farther to Tarshish than to Nineveh for him.  Nineveh 
is just down the Tigris River from modern Bagdad. Tarshish was all the way 

across the Mediterranean Sea from Israel. Was it futility? “Awe, those 
Assyrians will never believe in God.  They're Muslim, or pagan, or 

demented, or...”  No, Jonah knew God could change them. The reason 
Jonah did not live his life on mission was because he did not share Godʼs 

compassion for bad people. Remember, the book of Jonah was written to 
Israel around 800 years BC. when the Assyrians were strong and Israel 

had a faulty view of itʼs mission.  John Stek (one of my seminary 
professors, and also commentator in the NIV Study Bible.)  puts it, “Israelʼs 

election in Abraham, her favored status before God, her history of divine 
shepherding...all tended, in the eyes of a sin-infected people to build up 

such high walls of favored separation about them that the larger scope of 
Godʼs purposes was shut off from their vision.  To them it came to appear 

that all other nations of the earth existed under God only to serve his 
purposes with them.... A profound and unholy inversion was taking place in 

Israelʼs worldview...an almost total blindness to the fundamental fact that 
Israel had been set apart not only to privilege, but also to service.”  

✦I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my 
salvation to the ends of the earth.” (Isaiah 49:6, NIV).
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✦B. Did you know that God has compassion on people who do not believe 
in him or like him?  Did you know that Christ died for bad people?  Did you 

know that Godʼs heart yearns for people doing dark and evil things.   You 
know, people who sin?  Yes.  Christ did not die for good people!  Only for 

bad ones. 
✦“Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but 

the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance.”” Luke 5:31, 32, NIV.
✦“Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good 
man someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his 

own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
Romans 5:7, 8, NIV.

✦And look at Jonahʼs story.  In the very first verse God is sending his 
prophet on a mission to the Assyrians!  The Assyrians were in the same 

place as modern day Iraq.  This month a marine is getting kicked out of 
service because he beat up an Iraqi policeman who was raping a 12 year 

old boy and the mother pleaded for help!  But our military is told look the 
other way from the soldiers we are cooperating with in other countries. Evil 

stuff is going on.  Itʼs all backwards.  The Assyrians were evil too.  They had 
a reputation for skinning their captives alive while they screamed in horror. 

Jonah didnʼt like them.  In Jonahʼs story the Ninevites repent, because God 
sent a man to tell them, and God forgives these really bad people!  In 

Jonahʼs story God spares the crew of people who pray to other false gods.  
In Jonahʼs story God wonʼt let Jonah drown either.  Sends a big fish to 
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swallow him, probably a Great White shark or something similar.  Over and 
over God is having mercy on bad actors! 

✦Now stop.  Can I ask you a personal question?  Do you like your 
enemies?  I mean, when someone attacks you physically, or verbally 

do you wonder about their pain, or your pain?  Most of us, I think, 
when our brother offends us are so upset inside, we may rage, we 

may walk away –but compassion for the offender is not on our radar.  
What is often so backward about the church is that itʼs people once 

forgiven of their sins, can oddly begin to dislike other sinners.  The kid 
who smells like pot is a danger. The metal-head is a loser to be 

avoided. The sexually crooked are crooks.  That swearing, drunken 
neighbor is not someone Iʼm going near.  But this is not Jesusʼ heart, 

is it?  God wants me to have a heart like his; one of compassion even 
for people who do me wrong.  Until we can respond in love to people 

who abuse and misuse us, we are not fully understanding or 
reflecting the compassion of Christ.  But when we do, Godʼs love is 

alive in us. This is how God loves us, people!  Itʼs unbelievable!
✦Sunrise church was founded because many of you here wanted a church 

that could and would reach out to those not already convinced or in the 
church.  You wanted not to be a holy huddle. You wanted to be a place 

where people would not find it hard to fit in, and would find it easy to feel 
loved.  Thatʼs still what Sunrise is about.  Thatʼs also why I like this place so 

much. And thatʼs what this campaign is a reminder of. 
✦Share story of Barb Willis...
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✦Conclusion:  On our front door as you leave you will see a new sign.  It 
says, “You are now entering the mission field.  America now makes up one 

of the largest mission fields in the world.  195 million people donʼt go to 
church. The percentage of Americans who donʼt claim any kind of religious 

worldview has gone from only 15% in the 1950s to 60% in 2010.  Weʼre on 
mission right here in Indiana.  Now itʼs not as hard as you think it will be.  

You donʼt have to wear funky clothes and chase people with a 10lb bible.  
You donʼt have to wear a suit and knock on doors.  Thatʼs not what the 

mission requires.  You donʼt have to move over seas and live in Kenya.  No.  
Your mission, if you choose to accept it, is to love the people whose paths 

you cross with the compassion of Christ. The Bible' term for those people is 
“neighbors”.  George Gallup did a survey, discovered that one fourth to one 

half of people who don’t go to church would go – if someone invited them. 

The world is hungry for spiritual answers. You don’t have to be a defense 

attorney, a prosecutor, or a salesman. Just a witness.  Tell what you’ve 

seen of God.  Share your story.  
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